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Lynnfield pastor Father John Farrell
becomes senior priest
By Donis TracyPilot Correspmdent
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"My mother told me that, the day of my First Communion, I told her lwanted
to be a priest," recounted Father John Farell, recently retired pastor of Our
Lady of the Assumption Parish in Lyvnnfield.

Father Farrell, known to many simply as ''Father Jack," was granted sen;or
priesv retirement status on Aug. 1, after 50 years ministering to the people

of the archdiocese.

Bom in Somervitle in 1936, he attended the parish grammar school at St'

Ann's, the parish he and his family called home. During the summers, he

and his five siblings often visited his grandparents' farm in Nova Scotia, a

place he still holds dear,

"My family was active in our parish," he said. "And in Nova Scotia, the

church is always at the c€nter of everything ln fact, it is hard to divide the

church and the wider @mmunity."

So, in a family that had fosterd several vocations to the priesthood and

religious life, iiwas perhaps not surprising that Father Farrell also felt called

to serve the Church.

lmmediately after graduating from Boston College High School, Father
Fanell enr;lled at St. John's Seminary. and was ordained by Cardinal

Richard Cushing at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross on Feb. 2' 1962'

His first assignment was at St. Joseph Parish in \iVakefield, where he

remained for 18 months.
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In 1953, FatEr Fanell was asked to become parl of the facutty at the now-

dced Cardinal Oconnell Minor Seminary in Jamaica Plain' For 7 years, he

taught Greek and latin to lhe stdents at tfe minor seminary.

ln 1s70, Father Fanett entercd The Catholic University of Amedca ifi
Wasfrinson, D,C. to fur*ler his sh.tdies. Upoa his rcfirm to the archdiocese'
fe tar.lgt* patrlsttc theology at St John's Seminary frsn 1973 to 1990.

"lt was wonderful teaching, mentoring and working with all those young men
who hd aspirations to sen e the people of the arcMiocese"' he said.

For Father Farrell, nothing rYas more rewarding than attending the
ordinations during thqse years, he said.
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If you found this article interesting please consider helping
us sontinue to spread the Good News.
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